
Augustinian Announcements 

Minister’s Message
Every month I'm faced with the dilemma of writing about the here and now or 
what is coming up. How about I do a little of both. On October 23, 2022, at our 
Fraternity Gathering, we will be blessed to witness the Rite of Admission for Cathy 
Gamble and Craig Yankes. This amazingly falls after renewing our promises at the 
Transitus on October 3.  

For all of us, professed and in-formation, these occasions are an opportunity to 
reflect on our lives as Franciscans and to see if we are authentically living our 
vocation or our we just Franciscans in name only! "Many are called by God to 
follow the way of perfection of the gospel life after the example and manner of 
Francis of Assisi, to share his charism, and to make it present in the world." Are 
you getting rid of all the lepers in your life, those biases and prejudices which keep 
you from faithfully living the gospel? Do you have a personal apostolate, which 
helps you to serve and evangelize the world? Maybe it is time to explore this 
important segment of your life. Do you boldly wear your Tau, our habit and symbol 
of our commitment to the gospel life every day? Take time in the next few days to 
reflect and start initiating changes in how you live out your vocational promises. 

For future endeavors, in the months of November and December, we will be 
collecting new socks, underwear, gloves, hats, and other sundries for two of our 
Fraternity apostolates, Operation Safety Net and Jubilee Kitchen. Don't miss the 
opportunity to live the fullness of our religious calling and become a saint.  Be 
Brothers and Sisters of Penance! 

Love, Peace, and Joy from your 
sister in Christ and Francis, 

Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Minister, St. Augustine Fraternity 
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Council Corner

Greetings Dear Brothers and Sisters !  We had 
a Council meeting on October 10th and here 
are some of the highlights from the meeting: 

• We will be having the Rite of Admission into 
Candidacy for Cathy Gamble and Craig Yankes 
at our Fraternity meeting on October 23. We 
are all so happy and excited that Cathy and 
Craig are continuing in their discernment of 
the Franciscan way! 

• Mark Your Calendars! We will be having a 
Retreat on June 24, 2023 at St. Paul of the Cross 
in the South Side. The day begins with 
Registration at 8:45 and concludes with Mass 
at 4:00 and an optional tour of the Crypt at 
5:00 for those that are interested. 

• We will be making a collection of hats, gloves, 
socks, underwear in the months of November 
and December for the Jubilee Kitchen and 
Operation Safety Net. New and gently used 
items are most appreciated! 

Peace and Blessings to All! 

St. Augustine Fraternity Council 
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S t . A u g u s t i n e 
Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity
Based in Pittsburgh, PA, the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order is called to rebuild 
the Church in the example of our 
Seraphic Father St. Francis of Assisi. 
We seek to encounter the living and 
active person of Christ through  our 
relationships with each other, and 
t h r o u g h a p o s t o l i c a c t i v i t y i n 
fraternity and in the world, going 
from Gospel to life and life to the 
Gospel. We typically gather on third 
Sundays at 1:30pm in Hyacinth Epp 
Hall on 37th St., next to St. Augustine 
Church (Our Lady of the Angels 
Parish).  

Minister Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Vice-Minister Steve Critchlow, OFS 
Secretary Roberta Heintz, OFS 
Treasurer Jack Patnik, OFS 
Formation Director  
Jeanne McNulty, OFS 
Councilor Dorothy Dulski, OFS 
Councilor Joe Terleski, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant  
Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM. Cap.  

St. Augustine Fraternity 
P.O. Box 40198 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

T h e P i t t s b u r g h 
Poverello
The monthly newsletter of the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Order of 
Franciscan Seculars, The Pittsburgh 
Poverello aims to animate our 
fraternal life and mission in its OFS 
charism, and to communicate and 
record the activities and intentions of 
the entire fraternity. It is emailed to 
the fraternity prior to monthly 
gatherings. Print copies, mailed and 
available at fraternity meetings, use 
recycled paper. All submissions are 
welcome! Please email them to 
robertfallonrobertfallon@gmail.com. 
Submissions should be Franciscan in 
tone and content, are subject to 
editing, and are not guaranteed for 
publication.

by Josette N. 
Baker, ofs



Calendar

Note: Events marked “P” are sponsored by our brothers at The Port, a ministry of 
the Capuchin Franciscans. See portpgh.com. 

October 
22  Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
29 Blessed Restituta Kafka 

November 
3 P: An Illuminated Requiem: Artist Presentations, 7:00pm 
8 Blessed John Duns Scotus 
12 P: Cap Café, 6:30pm 
16 St. Agnes of Assisi 
18 P: Figure Drawing Night, 7:00pm 
19 St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
20 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
25 St. Leonard of Port Maurice 

Announcements
  
Rite of Candidacy 
In October, we will celebrate the Rite of Candidacy for Craig Yankes and Cathy 
Gamble. Please bring your OFS Ritual Books for their Admission into Candidacy. 

To Our Summer Red Door Volunteers 
Sincere thanks for being available once again to assist the Red Door.  Eight to ten 
of you came to make sandwiches, set up and serve coffee, and many other needed 
services for the Red Door Customers.  You were all willing to serve wherever you 
were needed.  

You all did such a great job Heidi Potter has asked that, if possible, would you 
return again in May through August 2023.  She also wants us to fill in when 
another group is not available. 

I look forward to working with you again next summer. 

Take care, God Bless. 

Liz Cooke, OFS 
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For Our Franciscan Spirit 

Keeping the Rule
Chapter 2 - Article 8 

As Jesus was the true worshipper of the Father, so let 
prayer and contemplation be the soul of all they are 
and do. 

Let them participate in the sacramental life of the 
Church, above all the Eucharist. Let them join in 
liturgical prayer in one of the forms proposed by the 
Church, reliving the mysteries of the life of Christ. 

Summer Picnic Pix: from August 21, 2022
The Fraternity Fraternizes
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A Franciscan Reflection
A Light Shines in the Darkness
by Josette N. Baker, ofs

We live our Franciscan vocation in a world significantly different than our 13th-
century founder. Like Francis, we are challenged by the serious questions and 
issues we face in our own times. On the evening news, we view firsthand graphic 
videos where we witness the violence and mayhem occurring in our society. It’s 
alarming and frightening. Social issues requiring “political correctness” may be in 
opposition to own values. How do we witness and share our Christian/Franciscan 
values in today’s world?  

Lester Bach, OFM Cap. ✝, targets this 
question in his formation book Catch 
Me a Rainbow Too. In Chapter 19, “A 
Gospel Life-Getting It Together,” he 
gives us spiritual direction.   

First, to spread the good news of the 
Gospel, our priority must be our own 
health and well-being. Physical, 
emotional, and spiritual health affords 
us the energy and stamina to be a 
Franciscan in a challenging 21st-
century world. Bach emphasizes our 
o w n n e e d f o r l o v e i n s t r o n g 
interpersonal relationships, relaxation 
and leisure, a daily measure of success 
in our work, and self-discipline to live a 
balanced life. 

Gospel values are often in conflict with 
the world. We must seek to fully 
understand the times in which we live. 
Educating ourselves on current affairs 
and critical issues results in valuable 
insights, strategies, and alternatives in 
carrying out our Franciscan vocation. 
Seeking and finding the truth require 
extra effort because the media bends 
and spins the real story. Fraternity 
gatherings provide opportunities for 
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group discussions and sharing on current affairs. These are valuable exercises 
keeping us connected with serious concerns where we can make significant 
impacts. 

Modeling Francis, we cannot lose heart with the bedlam all around us, rather we 
rejoice in the love, hope and joy we Franciscans bring to the world. We respect the 
dignity of all men and women despite their sins, addictions, or orientation. We 
listen with our ears and our heart to discern the needs of our brothers and sisters.  
We prioritize the needs of the poor. We work for peace and justice in our homes, 
neighborhoods, work, and the world. Above all, we preach by our lives armed with 
Lady Poverty and humility, the shining example of Francis, the gospel, our rule 
and constitutions.  In this way, our light will burn bright, a beacon to others even in 
the darkest times and circumstances of our age. 
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Rejoice! Prayers & Celebrations 

Profession Anniversaries
October 
15 Michael Cresanta 
17 Jack Patnik 
17 Thomas O’Connell 
19 Al Burkhart 
20  Dorothy Dulski 
 Donald Martini 

November 
10 Elena Spitzer 
17 Kathy Braun 
 John Braun 
 Pat Tusa 
18 Roberta Heintz 
20 Angie Rhodes 
  

Jubilarians: Kathy Braun - 65 years! 
Angie Rhodes - 45 years! 

Please Pray for Our Homebound Sisters and Brothers
Clara Byerly  
Pat Colonna 
Evelyn Conflenti 
Mary Ann Dapprich   

Betty Fritzley 
Thomas O’Connell 
Marie Stockey 

Let us also pray for 
Brother Al Burkhart 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions 

October: A Church Open to Everyone 
We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, 
may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 
living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

November: Children Who Suffer 
We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, 
orphans, and victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education and the 
opportunity to experience family affection.
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